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In sequential loop closure, the importance of evaluating the stability and stability robustness at the intermediate
loop closures is well known. However, knowledge concerning how the intermediate loop closures, as well as the
final loop closures, contribute to the stability and stability robustness of the overall feedback system holds special
significance to the analysis and design of multivariable feedback systems. An analysis of the complete feedback
system reveals the multivariable Nyquist contributions from the intermediate loop closures. It is also shown that the
results greatly simplify if frequency separation exists between the intermediate loops. The analysis is presented with
a two-step loop closure procedure using "inner" and "outer" loops that can be generalized to multistep situations.
The control of the longitudinal dynamics of an aircraft is addressed to further clarify and demonstrate the results.

Introduction

C ONSIDER the generic multivariable feedback loop in Fig. 1
with responses y(s), control inputs u(s), response commands

yc(s), plant transfer function matrix G(s), and compensator transfer
function matrix K(s). Typically, the compensator must stabilize all
unstable modes present in the plant. Further, the compensator must
ensure this stability in the presence of plant modeling errors.

Frequency-domain criteria for stability and stability robustness
such as multivariable Nyquist stability and singular-value robust-
ness theory are well known and extensively documented.1"5 These
tools are directly applicable to a given multivariable compensator in
the format of Fig. 1. For example, closed-loop stability is indicated
by the Nyquist diagram corresponding to det[7 4- KG]. Further, sta-
bility robustness can be assessed by considering det[7 + KG] or the
singular-value trace corresponding to q_[7 H- KG]. However, if the
compensator is developed with a sequential loop closure strategy,6'7
a void exists in the relationship between stability and stability robust-
ness indicated after each loop closure and the stability and stability
robustness of the complete feedback system.

For example, consider the two-step loop closures shown in Figs. 2
and 3, where the "inner loops" consist of outputs yt and the "outer
loops" consist of outputs y0. It is important to observe here that
the inner and outer loops can be multivariable. Further, observe
that the block-diagram structure in Fig. 2 can be manipulated into
the more classical looking inner and outer loop structure depicted
in Fig. 4 if KI(S) and G/(s) are nonsingular. However, for ease
of exposition the structure of Fig. 2 will be considered. With only
the inner loops closed, system stability and robustness are indi-
cated by the Nyquist diagram corresponding to det[7 + KiGi] or
the singular-value diagram corresponding to crJ7 + Kt G, ]. After the
outer loops are closed, system stability and robustness are indicated
by the Nyquist diagram or the singular-value diagram correspond-
ing to det[7 + K0G'0] and o_[I + K0G'0}, respectively, where G'0(s)
is the effective plant for the outer loop closure. How these inter-
mediate characteristics relate to the overall system characteristics is
of concern.
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Although somewhat related, the singular perturbation liter-
ature8"12 concerning feedback control applications typically em-
phasizes nominal stability concerns only, or robustness to model
simplification errors exclusively, using some form of modern, multi-
variable control scheme formulated in the time domain. Further, cen-
tral to singular perturbation theory is the development of original-
system characteristics by studying the simplified system. Here, a
classical, frequency-domain formulation making use of fundamen-
tal Nyquist stability theory without turning to simplified models is
desired and stressed. Recent work dealing with two-scale systems in
the frequency domain is also related to the work here.13"16 However,
the analysis presented here does not require frequency separation
assumptions and is formulated more directly to classical robustness
theory and its multivariable generalizations. The goal of this paper
is to relate the stability and stability robustness evaluated at each
stage of the (multivariable) sequential loop closure to that of the
final feedback system, so as to offer insight into the analysis and
design of sequentially developed feedback systems, and to suggest
a multivariable extension to this frequently used classical synthesis
technique.17

Multivariable Stability and Stability Robustness
Stability of the closed-loop system in Fig. 1 is completely de-

termined by the roots of the closed-loop characteristic polyno-
mial 0ciCs). The closed-loop characteristic polynomial is related to
the open-loop characteristic polynomial (/>0\(s) by the well-known
relationship18

(1)
Application of the principle of the argument19 to Eq. (1) yields

0,det[/ + A:(5)G(S)],CRHp) = Z - P (2)

where the notation W(0, det[7 + KG], CRHP) denotes the number
of encirclements of the origin made by the Nyquist diagram (i.e.,
the mapping of det[7 + KG] as s traverses the contour CRHP, which
encloses the entire right-half of the complex plane). Further, Z is

yc(s) u(s)

? — *"
i _

K(s) — ̂ - G(s) ^

Fig. 1 Generic feedback loop.
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Inner Loop Closure: the number of closed-loop poles [roots of 0ci(s)l inside CRHP and
u0(s) ;
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T Ui(s) :

' — - — : in the right-half pla

i —— | ^ yi(s)
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^mptotic stability, no closed-loop poles may lie
ne, or

Z = Q=>N = -P (3)

T • G(s) In other words, the Nyquist diagram must have the correct number
1 ——— - ——————————————————— of encirclements of the origin, namely, — P.

The feedback loop in Fig. 1 must also maintain stability in the
presence of plant modeling errors. One common way to represent
this error is with additive error AG(s) defined by

Outer Loop Closure :
AGO) = GT(s) — G(s) (4)

u0(s) where GT(s) denot
Yoc(s) + T :
— —— +*O —— ̂  Ko(s) -: —— -, | —— ̂

"— Ti_^
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: 0

Jlr^ J + ̂-^ —— *0— *- Ki(s) —— " 1 —— »»
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I open-loop characte

G0(S)

Fig. 2 Two-step loop closure with one input. "T (0, de
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es the "true" linear plant.
Dack system, Eq. (1) becomes

— — — det[7 H- K(s)GT(s)] (5)
A,T(S)

PO\,T(S) denote the true system's closed-loop and
ristic polynomials, respectively. Application of
argument19 to Eq. (5) yields

t[7 + K(s)GT(s)]9 CRHP) - ZT - PT (6)

+ KGT], CRHP) denotes the number of encir-
^in made by the true system's Nyquist diagram,
>f true closed-loop poles in the right-half plane,
er of true open-loop poles in the right-half plane,
^mptotic stability of the true system, none of its
nay lie in the right-half plane, or

ZT=O=*NT = -PT (7)

*'5 that if 1) the nominal closed-loop system is
le, or N = — P [see Eq. (3)], and 2) the required
ments of the origin is the same for both nominal
>p systems, or P = PT [see Eqs. (3) and (7)],
id sufficient condition guaranteeing closed-loop
i of the true system is

s, e)] ̂  0, s e CRHP, 0 < 8 < 1 (8)

ven as

. The geometric concept associated with Eq. (8)
iptions 1 and 2, if the number of encirclements
ins unchanged as the nominal Nyquist diagram
rped to the shape of the true Nyquist diagram,
jymptotic stability of the true system is assured,
maintain stability in the presence of modeling

g det[7 + K(s)G(s, e)], s e CRHP, 0 < e < 1,
igh the origin,
lition, developed from Eq. (8), guaranteeing true
totic stability is3"5

(yew)] > a[K(jc0)&G(ja))] for 0 < CD < oo
(10)

———— , y0(s)
G0(s)Gi

1(s) I ^

Fig. 4 Classical inner and outer loop structure.
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If it is more appropriate to describe the plant modeling errors with
multiplicative error (i.e., GT = G{7 + £"}), then G(s, e) becomes

I = G(s)[I (ID

and another sufficient condition guaranteeing true closed-loop
stability is3"5

g_[I + [K(j<*>)G(ja>)rl] > a[E(jo))] for 0 < a) < oo (12)

Sequential Loop Closure
Sequential loop closure is defined here as the use of any appro-

priate synthesis technique to design loops in stages to yield the final
multivariable control law. For example, classical control techniques
can be used to close scalar loops one at a time, or modern multi-
variable control techniques can be used in stages. In this approach,
care must be taken because the selection and closure of a specific
loop can both adversely affect the stability and performance already
designed into previously closed loops and influence the stability and
performance in subsequent loops yet to be closed. Thus, the key to
success is the selection and order of the loop closure, and this is
typically based upon a fundamental understanding of the plant dy-
namics. Specific examples of this approach can be found in Refs. 6
and 20-26. One situation where sequential loop closure is partic-
ularly effective is where frequency separation exists between each
set of loops. In this particular but common situation most modern
multivariable synthesis methods would lead to undesirable results
if used to close all loops simultaneously. This is due to the fact
that the loop transfers are forced to be closely spaced at crossover,
which yields strong coupling and destroys any frequency separation
naturally present.

The direct application of multivariable stability and stability ro-
bustness theory to the complete feedback system in Fig. 2 or 3 offers
very little information about the stability and stability robustness at
each loop closure step, which is of paramount importance during
the synthesis. To obtain this information, the stability theory will be
applied at each step in the loop closure process. First, however, it
will be shown that the block-diagram structures in Figs. 2 and 3 are
special cases of the structure in Fig. 1.

Consider the following partition of the system in Fig. 1, or

^yc(s) =

Kl2(s)
K22(s)

AG(s) = I

K(s) =
G22(S)

|_AG2iCO AG22(s)J

G(s,e) =\
[G2l(s,e) G22(s,e)]

The block-diagram structure in Fig. 2 is obtained by selecting

(13)

K22(s) = 0
G22(5) = AG220) = 0

(14)

along with elimination of the zero columns and rows of K(s), G(s),
and AG(s), leading to

K(s) = (Ki(s)K0(s)]

AG/(

G(s) =

G(s, e) =

(15)

The block-diagram structure in Fig. 3 is obtained by selecting

Kl2(s)=0 K2l(s) = 0 (16)

leading to

= [K,(s) 0 1 rG,(s) Gio(s)l
~[ 0 K0(s)\ LG<"(*> G0(s)]

(S)
AG/0(j)

(17)

G,(s,s) G

Gm(s,e) G
io(s,8)~\
.C,.«)J

Stability at Each Loop Closure
Let PK and PG denote the number of poles of K (s) and G(s),

respectively, in the right-half plane, or

P = PK + PG (18)

Here PK can be separated into the number of compensator poles in
the right-half plane due to the inner loop compensation PK. and due
to the outer loop compensation PKO , or

K = TV + PKO (19)

Further, PG can be separated into the number of plant poles in the
right-half plane to be stabilized with the inner loop PG. and with the
outer loop PG>o , or

PG = PGi + PC; (20)

Applying Nyquist theory to the inner loop closure yields

Nt (0, det[7 + Ki (s)Gi (s)], CRHP) - Zt - Pt (21)

where N/(0, det[7 + ^/G/], CRHp) denotes the number of encir-
clements of the origin made by the inner loop Nyquist diagram, Z/
is the number of closed-loop poles of the inner loop system in the
right-half plane, and P/ is the number of open-loop poles of the inner
loop system in the right-half plane. Although closed-loop stability
of the complete feedback system is ultimately desired, requiring
Zi =0at this loop closure step is not necessary because the unsta-
ble poles represented by Z, are to be stabilized by the outer loop.
Using the notation in Eqs. (18-20), Z/ and P/ are given as

t = PG'o Pi = PKi + PG

and the encirclement requirement in Eq. (21) becomes

Nt = -PKi - PGl

(22)

(23)

Next, applying Nyquist theory to the outer loop closure yields

M,(0, det[7 + K0(s)G'0(s)], CRHP) = Z0 - P0 (24)

where N0(Q, det[7 + K0G'0], CRHp) denotes the number of encir-
clements of the origin made by the outer loop Nyquist diagram, Z0
is the number of closed-loop poles of the outer loop system in the
right-half plane, and P0 is the number of open-loop poles of the
outer loop system in the right-half plane. Since this is the last loop
closure, the requirement

is necessary for asymptotic stability of the complete system. Using
the notation in Eqs. (18-20), P0 is given as

Pa = PKO + PG'O (26)

and the encirclement requirement in Eq. (25) becomes

N0 = -PKo- PG'O (27)

In summary, for closed-loop asymptotic stability of the complete
feedback system, the inner and outer loop Nyquist diagrams must
have the correct number of encirclements of the origin, namely
— PK. — PGj and — PKo — PG>, respectively.
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There are practical control design problems where the inner loop
closure results in the destabilization or stabilization of an open-loop
mode associated with the outer loop. Note that the development
given above does not consider this situation. To account for this, Z/
in Eq. (22) can be altered to Z,- = PG>o + P* where P* represents
the change in the number of remaining unstable poles after the inner
loop closure. Positive P* denotes destabilization while negative P*
denotes stabilization.

To understand how the inner and outer loop encirclement require-
ments relate to the encirclement requirement for the overall feedback
system in Fig. 1, consider det[7 + KG] and the partitioning in Eq.
(13), or

det[7 + KG]

_ KnGii + KuG2i KnGi2 + Ki2G22

2\Gn + K22G2\ I + K2\G\2 + K22G22\

Using the identity for the determinate of a partitioned matrix27 yields

det[7 + KG] = det[7 + KnGn + Kl2G2i]

x det[7

- (K2lGn + K22G2l)(I + KnGn + Kl2G2iTl

X(KUG12 + K12G22)] (29)
For the block-diagram structure in Fig. 2, Eq. (29) reduces to

det[7 + KG] = det[7 + J^G,-] det[7 + K0G0(I + KiGfyl] (30)

Observe from Fig. 2 that the effective transfer function between
y0(s) and u0(s) with the inner loop closed is

G^-G 0 (7 + ^-G,-)-1 (31)

Therefore, the result in Eq. (30) becomes

det[7 + KG} = det[7 + tf/G,] det[7 + K0G'0} (32)

On the other hand, for the block diagram in Fig. 3, Eq. (29) reduces to
det[7 + KG] = det[7 + ^G/]

x det[7 + K0{G0 - Goi(I 1 KtGio}] (33)

From Fig. 3 note that the effective transfer function between y0(s)
and u0(s) with the inner loop closed is

Thus, Eq. (33) also becomes identical to Eq. (32).
The result in Eq. (32) is the key to relating the encirclement

requirement at each step to the encirclement requirement for the
complete feedback system. Using the conformal mapping identity
for the product of two functions,19 Eq. (32) yields

N0 (35)

Thus, the number of encirclements of the origin made by the Nyquist
diagram for the complete feedback loop equals the sum of the num-
ber of encirclements for the inner and outer loop systems. Each loop
closure contributes to the "unwrapping" of the origin. Further, by
substituting Eqs. (23) and (27) into Eq. (35), it can be seen that
closed-loop asymptotic stability, as indicated by Eq. (3), is implied
if the individual encirclement requirements for the inner and outer
loop systems are achieved.

Just as in the case of single-loop closures, Eq. (32) can also be
used to relate the Nyquist diagram at each "multivariable" step to
the Nyquist diagram for the complete feedback system. Any point
on a Nyquist diagram is a complex number with magnitude and
phase. Thus, if one defines

det[7 + K(jco)G(JQ))] = Meje

det[7 + Ki(ja))Gi(jco)] = Mtejei

det[7 + K0(ja))G'0(jco)] = M0e*9

(36)

typed

lower frequency range higher frequency range

type-I..-'

Fig. 5 Inner and outer system loop shapes.

the magnitude and phase contributions from the inner and outer loop
Nyquist diagrams to the complete Nyquist diagram are

M = MiM0 = Ot + Bo (37)

One common situation where matters are simplified is with fre-
quency separation between the inner and outer loops. Suppose the
inner loop crossover frequencies are in a higher frequency range
and the outer loop crossovers all lie in a lower frequency range.
Further, suppose the inner and outer loop shapes are as shown in
Fig. 5, where both loops are well attenuated above their respective
crossover and the inner loop system is type 1, 0, or —1 (Ref. 28).

For frequencies well above the outer loop crossover

and Eq. (32) becomes

(38)

V {~~* 1 /'2O\A/Cj / J (39)

indicating the Nyquist diagrams for the complete feedback system
and the inner loop system are approximately identical. On the other
hand, for frequencies well below the inner loop crossover

| -7— [ Ki GI (0)]/y for type 1 inner loop

| [Kf (0)GI (0)]/; | for type 0 inner loop
I j co [ KtG i (0) ] ij I for type — 1 inner loop

(40)

where KiGi(jco) is the remainder left over after l/jco or jco is
factored from Ki(ja))Gi(ja>). With this, Eq. (32) becomes

det[7 - det — i
]_j<i>

x det[7 + K0(ja))G'0(JQ>)]

det[7 + K(ja))G(j(o)] « det[7

x det[7 + K0 (ja>) G'0 (jco)]

for type 1 inner loop

(41)

for type 0 inner loop

det[7 det[7 + K0(ja>yG'0(jc0)]

for type - 1 inner loop

indicating the Nyquist diagrams for the complete feedback system
and the outer loop system are approximately identical for type — 1
inner loop, different by only a constant scale factor for type 0 inner
loop, and different by a frequency-dependent scale factor for type 1
inner loop.

Stability Robustness at Each Loop Closure
Let PGT denote the number of poles of the true plant GT(s) in

the right-half plane, or

Pr = PK + PcT <42>
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Here PGj. can be separated into the number of true plant poles in the
right-half plane to be stabilized with the inner loop PGiT and with
the outer loop, PG* , or

PGT = PGi,T + PC' (43)

Applying Nyquist theory after the inner loop closure around the
true plant yields

NiT (0, det[7 + Kt (s)GiT (s)], CRHP) = ZiT - PiT (44)

where the notation is as before with the additional subscript T denot-
ing consideration of the true system. Again, requiring ZiT = 0 at this
loop closure step is not necessary. Using the notation in Eqs. (19),
(42), and (43), Z/r and PiT are given as

ZIT = PG'o T PIT — P%i + PGT

and the encirclement requirement in Eq. (44) becomes

NiT = -PKi ~ PGiJ

(45)

(46)

In a strict sense, if there are unstable modes still present after the
nominal inner loop closure, stability robustness is undefined and the
standard multivariable stability robustness theory is not applicable.
In other words, the concept of how far the system is from insta-
bility is meaningless because the system is already unstable. What
is required is a reinterpretation of the standard theory, and this is
considered next.

Using the mechanics of the standard theory, if 1) the nominal
inner closed-loop system satisfies the encirclement requirement
fy = -PKi - PGi [see Eq. (23)] and .2) the required number of
encirclements of the origin is the same for both nominal and true
inner closed-loop systems, or PG. = PGiT [see Eqs. (23) and (46)],
then inclusion of the modeling error AG,(s) is guaranteed not to
change the number of unstable poles when only the inner loop is
closed if

€ CRHP, 0 < 8 < 1

(47)

A sufficient condition, developed from Eq. (47), guaranteeing the
above is

forO oo
(48)

If multiplicative error at ul -(s) is more appropriate [i.e., M/ =(/+£/)
Ki(yic - yt)], then Kt(s)Gi(s, s) in Eq. (47) must be replaced by
Ki(s,e)Gi(s), where

Ki(s,e) = [I + sEi(s)]Ki(s) (49)

and another sufficient condition guaranteeing Eq. (47) is

£[/ + {Ki(j(t))Gi(jcD)rl] > a[Ei(ja>)] for 0 < co < oo (50)

The reinterpretation is not that the closed-loop system is guaran-
teed to be stable, but rather that there is no change in the number
of unstable poles. The validity and importance of this step may be
unclear at this point, but it will be shown that the requirement in
Eq. (47) is an integral part of the stability robustness requirement
for the complete feedback loop.

Next, applying Nyquist theory to the true system, after the outer
loop closure, yields

0, det[7 + K0(s)G'(s)], CRHP) = ZOT - POT (51)

where the notation is consistent with previous analysis. For the
block-diagram structure in Fig. 2, G'OT(S) is defined as

which accounts for modeling errors in both G/(s) and G0(s),
whereas for the block-diagram structure in Fig. 3, G'OT (s) is defined
as

which accounts for modeling errors in G,(s), G/0(s), Goi(s), and
G0(s). Again, the requirement

ZOT = { • N — —PlyOT —— rOf (54)

is necessary for true asymptotic stability of the complete feedback
system. Using the notation in Eqs. (19), (42), and (43), POT is given as

POT = PKO + PG'oT

and the encirclement requirement in Eq. (54) becomes

(55)

(56)

Using the standard theory, if 1) the nominal outer closed-loop
system is asymptotically stable, or N0 = — PKo — PG> [see Eq.
(27)], and 2) the required number of encirclements of the origin
is the same for both nominal and true outer closed-loop systems,
or PG'o = PG' [see Eqs. (27) and (56)], then true closed-loop
asymptotic stability is guaranteed if

det[7 + K0(s)G'0(s, s)] ^ 0, s e CRHP, 0 < e < 1 (57)
where for the block-diagram structure in Fig. 2, G'0 (s , s) is defined as

G'0(s, s) = G0(s, s)[I + Ki(s)Gi(s, e)Tl (58)

whereas for the block-diagram structure in Fig. 3, G'0(s, e) is defined
as

st s) = G0(s, s) - Goi(s,

(59)
A sufficient condition guaranteeing Eq. (57) is

for 0 < a) < oo, 0 < s < 1 (60)

where for the block-diagram structure in Fig. 2, G'0(s, s) and
AG^(s, s) are defined as

&0(s, s) = G0(s)[I + Ki(s)Gi(s, s)]~l (61)

AG^(5, e) = AG0(s)[I + Ki(s)Gi(s, e)]~l

whereas for the block-diagram structure in Fig. 3,

G'0(s, e) = G0(s) - Goi(s)[I + Ki(s)Gi(s, e)]~l

xKi(s)Gio(s,e) (62)

AG7
0(s, e) = AG0(5) - AG0/(s)[7 + Ki(s)Gi(s, e)]~l

xKi(s)Gio(s,e)
If multiplicative error at u0(s) is more appropriate [i.e., u0 = (I +
E0)K0(y0c - y0)l then K0(s)G'0(s, s) in Eq. (57) must be replaced
by K0(s,e)G'0(s,e), where

*)]K0(s) (63)

(64)

(65)

For the block diagram in Fig. 2, G'0(s, s) is defined as

G'0(jf e) = G0(s)[I + Ki(s, e)Gi(s)rl

whereas for the block-diagram structure in Fig. 3,

G'0(s, e) = G0(s) - Goi(s)(I + K,(s, e)G,(s)rl

xKi(s,e)Gio(s)
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With this, another sufficient condition guaranteeing Eq. (57) is

Z.U + {K0(ja>)G'0(ja>, s)}~1] > a[E0(ja))]

for 0 < CD < oo, 0 < s < I (66)

Although conceptually the same as the standard singular-value
robustness tests, Eqs. (60) and (66) are more complicated because
of the modeling errors present in more than one location in the
feedback system. It would be most desirable to eliminate s from
the tests; unfortunately, this dependence cannot be eliminated in
a simple manner (i.e., the singular-value theoretical framework of
Refs. 3-5 is not well suited for uncertainties at multiple locations
around the loop). However, this is not to say that Eqs. (60) and (66)
have no practical value, as will be seen in the next section.

Again, there are practical problems where the inner loop closure
around both the nominal and true plants results in destabilization
or stabilization of an open-loop mode associated with the outer
loop, and this can be accounted for as before with a P* term. Note,
however, that the analysis becomes significantly more complicated
(and less useful) if the destabilization or stabilization occurs in the
nominal feedback loop but not in the true feedback loop or vise
versa. In this situation, the distortion of the Nyquist diagram from
the nominal shape to the true shape would be required to pass through
the origin exactly P* times.

To understand how the inner and outer loop adjustable Nyquist
diagram requirement relate to that for the complete feedback loop in
Fig. 1, consider det[ I+K (s )G (s, s)] and the partitioning in Eq. (13).
Similar to the development in Eqs. (28-34), det[7 + K(s)G(s, e)]
can be expressed as

det[7 + K(s)G(s, s)] = det[7

xdet[/

i(s, s)]

(67)

The result in Eq. (67) is the key to relating the distortion of the
Nyquist diagram at each step to the distortion for the complete
feedback system. Using Eq. (67), the complete nominal feedback
system is robust against modeling errors, as indicated by Eq. (8) if
the warpings for the inner and outer loops satisfy Eqs. (47) and (57),
respectively. Note that although achieving the individual singular-
value robustness requirements in Eqs. (48) and (60), or (50) and
(66), implies the requirement in Eq. (8), it does not necessarily
imply the requirements in Eqs. (10) and (12), respectively. This is
unfortunate in light of the importance and acceptance of measuring
multivariable stability robustness with singular values.

However, as a final result, an inequality relationship between the
singular values for the overall system and for the inner and outer
loops is given, which holds only for the feedback structure in Fig. 2
Using Eq. (15), the return difference for the overall system can be
rewritten as the product of the return differences for the inner and
outer loop closures, or

/ + KG = (I + K0G'0)(I + KtGi) (68)

Taking the singular value of Eq. (68) and using singular-value in-
equality relationships leads to

Equation (68) can be rewritten as

KG[I + (KG)'1] = [/ + (KG)-l]KG

- K0G'0[I + (K0G'orl]U + (Kidr

and manipulation of Eq. (70) leads to

(70)

(71)

Example
The example to be considered involves the longitudinal flight

control of a large, flexible aircraft. Controlled inputs consist of
elevator deflection 8E and canard deflection 8C (both in radians),
whereas responses of interest include the pitch rate measured at
two locations on the fuselage, q\ and q2 (in radians per second)
and the surge velocity u (in feet per second). The model for the
aircraft dynamics is 12th order and the state-space description is
given in Ref. 17. The flight control design objectives are to in-
crease the damping of the short period and aeroelastic modes, re-
duce the aeroelastic contributions to the pitch rate responses, and
stabilize the phugoid mode (one right-half plane pole). With the
existing frequency separation between the phugoid mode and the
other modes, the flight control synthesis will be accomplished in a
two-step approach, as indicated in Fig. 2. The inner loop closure
consists of angular rates q\ and q2 fed back to 8E and 8C, respec-
tively, whereas the outer loop closure consists of speed u fed back
to8E.

The inner loop compensation was synthesized in Ref. 26 and is
briefly reviewed here. First, the qi/8c loop is closed to improve
the first aeroelastic mode damping. Next, a 8E-to-8c crossfeed is
introduced to reduce first aeroelastic mode excitations from 8E. Fi-
nally, the q\/8E loop is closed to improve the short-period damp-
ing. A notch filter is introduced at 11 rad/s to reduce the effects
from the second aeroelastic mode, whereas a low pass-filter with
a bandwidth of 60 rad/s is included for attenuation of higher fre-
quency aeroelastic modes. With this, the inner loop compensator
is

60 s2 + 0.47^ + 116 f-0.05 0
s + 60 *2 +3.2s+ 116 [0.075 0.05 (rad/rad/s)

(72)

£[/ + KG] > ff[ i]ff[I + K0G'0] (69)

and the block-diagram structure is shown in Fig. 6, where 8 repre-
sents the pilot stick inputs.

For this loop closure, PK. = 0 and PG. = 0 since stabilization of
the phugoid mode is not an objective of the inner loop closure. The
Nyquist diagram corresponding to det[7 + Kt G/] is shown in Fig. 7
and note that Nj = 0 indicating the inner loop nominal stability
requirement is satisfied [see Eq. (23)].

Suppose here that modeling errors for the inner loop consist of
generic time delay at M/ (s), or

(73)

u0(s) = 6E(s)

6(8)

y0(s) = u(s)
(surge velocity)

P=[-.2

J — ̂
i

*MW

U "• SE(S)
.6c(s)

— ̂ - ^->l\*J •

yi(s) =

&E(S) - SE(S) + 6rfs)
6c(s) = 6c(s)

Fig. 6 Inner loop block diagram.

To assess the "stability robustness," the inner loop singular-value
test is plotted in Fig. 8. From Fig. 8 observe that Eq. (50) is satisfied
and "robustness" is assured for T/ < 0.25 s.

Now, the outer loop consists of constant-gain feedback of speed
, or

K0(s) = 0.0001 rad/ft/s (74)

and the block diagram is shown in Fig. 9. Here, PKo = 0 and PG>o = 1
due to the leftover phugoid instability from the inner loop closure.
The Nyquist diagram corresponding to det[7 + K0G'0] is shown in
Fig. 10, and it is seen that N0 = —1, indicating the phugoid mode
has been stabilized and Eq. (27) is satisfied.
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For the outer loop, generic time delay at u0(s) is considered as
the modeling error, or

E,(s) = (75)

To assess the stability characteristics in the presence of E0(s) only,
the singular-value test for the outer loop closure with s = 0 is
plotted in Fig. 11. From Fig. 11 note Eq. (66), with s = 0, is
satisfied for TO < 6 s. However, to assure robustness in the presence
of both E0(s) and Et(s), s ^ 0 must be considered. Rather than
plotting multiple curves corresponding to cr [/ + (K0G'0)~l] for each
value of £, only a single curve is plotted that gives the lower bound
on a[7 H- (K0G'0)~l], as s is ranged from 0 to 1. From Fig. 11
note Eq. (66) is satisfied for all appropriate s and robustness is
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Fig. 10 Outer loop Nyquist diagram.

assured for r0 < 6 s and r,- < 0.25 s. Observe the small change in
g_[I + (K0G'0)~l] above 1 rad/s for nonzero values off .

Although finished with a first attempt for the sequential design,
the flight control engineer is now faced with questions concerning
how the stability and stability robustness results at the inner and
outer loop closures contribute to the overall system properties, and if
not satisfactory, what modifications to the sequential design should
be implemented. This is where the results developed in previous
sections are appropriate.

For example, uncertainty might exist as to the role the intermedi-
ate encirclement requirement plays in the overall encirclement re-
quirement, since the final loop closure is what stabilizes the phugoid
mode. Equation (35) indicates that the intermediate encirclement re-
quirement (Ni = 0) does not contribute to the overall requirement.
A "picture" of this is shown in Fig. 12, where the Nyquist diagram
corresponding to the complete feedback system or det[7 + KG] is
plotted, along with the results from Figs. 7 and 10. Observe how
the inner loop Nyquist diagram does not contribute to the origin
encirclement, leaving the outer loop Nyquist diagram to "unwrap"
the origin and stabilize the phugoid mode.

TWAs another example, it has been argued in the technical litera-
ture that stability robustness of the overall closed-loop system with
all feedback loops broken simultaneously and all uncertainties con-
sidered together is the key characteristics to consider, rather than
analysis based upon breaking one loop at a time with one uncer-
tainty present.3"5 The flight control engineer should be interested in
how the robustness properties at the inner and outer loop closures
contribute to this characteristic and Eq. (71) aids in this task. Figure
13 shows the singular-value robustness of the complete system, or
g_[I + (KG)'1], along with the right-hand side of Eq. (71). Note
how the inner and outer loop characteristics shape the overall system
characteristic. If the overall singular-value trace needs to be shaped
slightly different to provide a satisfactory system, the flight control
engineer now has insight concerning where to make modifications
in the sequential design. After becoming exposed to and familiar
with the new results presented, it is possible for the flight control
engineer to anticipate the consequences of his current loop closure
upon the overall system properties, evaluated "downstream" in the
design process.

Figure 13 also shows the inner and outer singular-value charac-
teristics from Figs. 8 and 11. Observe how the inner and outer loop
singular-value traces match the high- and low-frequency range, re-
spectively, of the trace corresponding to the overall system. This is a
special result due to the type — 1 inner loop (see Fig. 5).17 In the high-
frequency range (above 0.15 rad/s) K0G'0 is attenuated relative to /
and Eq. (70) becomes [I+ (KG}~l}(KG) %
leading to, for high frequencies,

a[7 (76)

For low frequencies (below 0.15 rad/s), tf/G/ is attenuated relative to
/, and Eq. (70) becomes KG[I + (KG)'1] * K0G'0[I + (K0G'0)-ll
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Fig. 11 Outer loop singular-value robustness trace.
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yielding, for low frequencies,

102

(77)

Here, the flight control engineer has obtained still more insight into
the contributions to the overall system characteristics from the inner
and outer loop closure design steps.

As a final result, recall that the distance from the origin to the
nominal Nyquist diagram can be used as a measure of stability
robustness. Therefore, Eq. (67) with s = 0 and Fig. 12 also indicate
the contributions to the overall robustness from the intermediate and

final steps. Again observe the close match between the inner and
outer loop contours with the high- and low-frequency segments of
the overall contour, respectively. This offers useful insight as well.

Conclusions
It has been shown how the nominal, multivariable Nyquist dia-

gram and its continuous warping to the true shape for the overall
feedback system is related to the contributions from the inner and
outer loops. The encirclement requirement of the overall feedback
system to assure nominal asymptotic stability is converted to the
encirclement requirements for the inner and outer loops. Further,
to assure robustness against modeling errors, the requirement of
avoiding the origin, when the Nyquist diagram is warped from the
nominal shape to the true shape, is converted to similar requirements
for the inner and outer loops. The implications for analysis and de-
sign are that the overall stability and robustness characteristics can
be decomposed into contributions from the inner and outer loops,
which can offer guidance during feedback design.
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